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T H E  D I N A R I C   
A L P S  R E G I O N  

• Over 200 mountains 

• 20 national parks 

• 19 protected UNESCO sites 

• 2,200 km of rivers 

• 200 natural lakes 

• 15,000 caves 

• 70,000 medieval monuments 



V I A  D I N A R I C A :   
A  R E G I O N A L  
P E R S P E C T I V E  

 Countries engaged: 
Albania, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Montenegro, 
Croatia, Slovenia, Kosovo, 
Serbia 

 Creating year round 
outdoor tourism offers 

 ‘Walking the Via Dinarica’ 
pilot project and key 
achievements 

 





E C O N O M Y  A N D  E C O L O G Y  

For years many attempts to protect the environment were 
unsuccessful. Our wish to protect the precious environs taught us 

that we must find alternative solutions to sustainable development –   

A new balance must be found between economy and 
ecology.  

It is no longer an option!    

 



There is no such thing as bad weather…only bad gear! 



W H Y  W E  
S E E K  N A T U R E  

• Hiking 

• Biking – Mountain & Road 

• Just being in nature 

• Snow shoeing 

• Alpine Climbing 

• Scientific research 

• Picking/harvest seasons 



D E V E L O P I N G  T H E  T R A I L ( S )  

 Via Dinarica initiative builds on potentials for tourism development: 
extraordinary beauty and valuable natural and cultural heritage  

 Forges partnerships at local and national levels – community 
participation 

• Targets mostly underdeveloped rural areas with high 
unemployment rates and poorly developed tourism infrastructure 

• Promotes tourism for the purpose of sustainable economic 
development of the region, while preserving the environment and 
respecting the socio-cultural diversity and authenticity of local 
communities. 





S Y N E R G I E S  
W E  A R E  
S E E K I N G  

• Economy and ecology 

• Small scale organic 
agriculture as added value to 
tourism product 

• Solar and wind energy 
sources 

• Cultural and natural heritage 

• Local community ownership 
with government assistance 

• Opportunities for youth and 
elderly in rural areas 




